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General Field Representative (GFR)

GFR is the primary point of contact for an Awardee.
- Questions/Concerns

- Desired Changes

- Initial review of construction contract documents

- Reimbursement requests

- Challenges with Project Completion

- Requests to National Office

- Inquiries from National Office



USDA Rural Development

_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA State
Programs &
Program
Directors

Contacts

Oklahoma Rural Development State Office
100 USDA, Suite 108

Stillwater, OK 74074

Phone (405) 742-1070

Single Family Housing Programs
Marcia Ard, Acting Director

405-742-1070

Oklahoma-Direct@usda.gov
Community Programs

Kelli Bonds, Director
405-258-1405 x6249
kelli.bonds@usda.gov

Water and Waste Water Programs
Pam Bensley, Director
580-889-2554 X116

pamela.bensley@usda.gov

Business and Cooperative Programs

= Amy Cowley, Director

405-742-1060

okbusiness@usda.gov




Rural
Development’s
(RD) Mission

USDA Rural Development

Committed to helping improve the economy and quality of life in rural
America.

Provide loans, grants, and loan guarantees that support essential
services, such as:

Housing

Economic Development

Health Care

First Responder Services and Equipment

Water, Electric, and Telecommunications Infrastructure




Funding for Rural Broadband

Telecommunications
Infrastructure Loan Program

e Rural Broadband Program

* Community Connect Grant
Program

* ReConnect Program



Telecommunications Program Overview

« Purpose: Provides loan and grant funding to expand broadband networks primarily
serving rural residents.

« Eligible Entities: State and local governments, Tribal entities, Non-Profits, For-
Profits, LLCs and Partnerships.

* Eligible Projects: Based on regulation and funding announcements, financially and
technically feasible and meets non-duplication requirements.

 Application Periods: Except for Infrastructure Program, applications accepted
during annual period based on release of funding announcement.



Telecommunications Infrastructure Loan Program




Telecommunications Infrastructure Loan Program

Telecommunications Infrastructure Loans &
Loan Guarantees

Regulation 7 CFR 1735 www.ecfr.gov

Application Window:

OPEN

Fact Sheet: Telecommunications
Infrastructure Loans & Loan Guarantees

(usda.gov)

Applications: Accepted year round

Overview To Apply Other Requirements Contact Events

E I I g I b I I Ity Notification to RD Apply users: Starting on November 16, 2023, The Rural Telecommunications Infrastrecture
. Lear | Infrastructure) Program oidine apphcatbenwill migrate from RD Apply to Salesforce and will use the
i I {u ra I a reas a nd tOWnS Wlth a application intake system (Intake} currently used by ReConnect applicants, if you intend to mit-an

Infrastructure application prior to the end of calendar year 2023, we encourage you to use BD Apply at your

population of 5,000 or less
° Areas WlthOUt te|ecommunications n.,;“ et = | o g
facilities or areas where the applicant sl .
is the recognized telecommunications ¢ et S
provider
- Area lacks broadband 25/3 RS TN

2 reachout o your focalb Ganerat Ficld Bepreseniative or subimila questionwia Centact Usif you

westions about this upcoming change,




Rural Broadband Loans & Loan/Grant Program



Rural Broadband Program

Recent regulatory changes include:
* Lengthening build-out period of the broadband system from 3 to 5 years

* Tying the required broadband lending speeds to the term of the award

* Providing technical assistance and training through grant funding to help
applicants intending to serve the most rural areas prepare an application

See 7 CFR 1738 published in the Federal Register on March 12, 2020 for a
comprehensive review of the updated content.

CURRENTLY NOT ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS



Community Connect Grant Program



Community Connect Grant Program
Community Connect Grants

Application Window: Program Application Period:

Reg u I ati O n 7 C F R 1 7 3 9 WWW_ e Cfr_ q OV Completed applications for grants must be submitted electronically by no later

than 11:59 a.m. Eastern Time (ET), February 20, 2024.

Fact Sheet: Community Connect Grants
Factsheets (usda.gov) T
Applications: Funding Announcement

Eligibility Speed: 10/1 (100% PFSA)

Querview To Apply Other Requirements Contact Ewvents

What does this program do?
The Community Connect provides financial assistance to eligible applicants that will provide broadband service
How may the fu nds be used? in rural, ecenomically-challenged communities where service does not exist
» The construction, acguisition, or leasing of facilities, spectrum, land or buildings used to deploy broadband
service for:
a All residential and business customers located within the Proposed Funded Service Area (PF3A)
e All participating critical community facilities (such as public schoaols, fire stations, and public libraries)
* The cost of providing broadband service free of charge to the critical community facilities for 2 years.

« Lessthan 10% of the grant amount or up to 5150,000 may be used for the improvement, expansion,

construction or acquisition of a community center that provides online access to the public.



Distance Learning & Telemedicine Grant Program



Distance Learning & Telemedicine Grants

Distance Learning &

Application Window: Program Application Period:

Te | e m ed i Ci n e G ra nt P rog ra m Applications are due by April 29, 2024, 11:59 p.m. Eastern Standard Time

Regulation 7 CFR 1740 www.ecfr.gov

° FaCt Sheet. USDA Rural Development Overview To Apply Other Requirements Contact Events
Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant
Fact Sheet What does this program do?
. . . This competitive program helps rural communities use advanced telecommunications technology to connect to
o AppI|Cat|0nS: Fundlng Announcement each other - and the world - overcoming the effects of remoteness and low population density, We encourage you
to consider projects that promote equity and economic opportunity in rural America, specifically those that
° Maximum Grant. $1 mi”ion advance these key priorities:

¢ Assisting rural communities recover economically threugh more and better market oppeortunities and

through improved infrastructure.

Ensuring all rural residents have equitable access to Rural Development programs and benefits from Rural

Development funded projects; and

Reducing climate pollution and increasing resilience to the impacts of climate change through economic

suppert to rural communities.

Based on Fiscal Year 2023 appropriated funding, the apency estimates that approximately 560 million will be
available for Fiscal Year 2024, As permitted, we also will make available any unused appropriations from prior
fiscal years, and can increase funding if additional appropriations become available,

To learn maore about recently funded DLT projects, Rural Development has developed a map of recently fundid

DLT projects & All upcoming events will be posted on the events program tab.



ReConnect Program



ReConnect Program — Round 5 (Overview)

* Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFQO) — Published 2/21/24

« Application Period: Opens March 224 — May 21st | 2024

« Enforceable Commitments (Federally Funded Projects)

« State Program Interactions (BEAD)

« Broadband Eligibility — 25/3 (90% HH cannot receive per PFSA)

 Available Funding - $700 million



ReConnect Round 5 Update — Total Applications Received/Funding
Requested

Application Window Closed May 28t
$700 million made available
148 applications received

$1.97 billion requested

19



ReConnect 5 Update — Applications Received by Funding Type

Applications
* 100% Grant: 38 applications received; $314 million requested

* 100% Grant for AK Native Corporations, Tribal Governments,
Colonias, Persistent Poverty Areas and SVCs: 62 applications
received; $951 million requested

« 50/50 Loan/Grant: 23 applications received; $325 million requested
* 100% Loan: 25 applications received; $381 million requested

 Total: 148 applications received; $1.97 billion requested
 Applications proposed to serve 38 states and 1 U.S. Territory
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ReConnect 5 Update — Applications Received by Entity Type

Count of Eligible Entity Type

= Y

Eligible Entity Type -

= Cooperative or mutual organizations

= Forprofit corporations
= Indian Tribe

Limited liability companies
= Nonprofit entities

= States, local governments, or any agency
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ReConnect 5 Update — Funding Requested by State/Territory

ReConnect 5 Funds Requested by State

33,684,377 Rank State Funds Requested

ST R 1 Alaska $267,417,924

e $53,256,463 2 Texas $188,606,252

P 3 New Mexico $176,982,946

L 536,114,486 s - W 4 Oklahoma $126,989,816

SRR 5 Mississippi $100,568,443

raen ) 518,925,846 6 Arkansas $92,683,188

S e v 7 Michigan $87,185,437

22,653,171 $3,006,225 $51,... 8 Montana $79,416,291

$15,733,592  $66,075,247 s 2 9 Kentucky $70,202,501

o Conioa st 10 Missouri $66,075,247

$23,128,139 LTSGR
SO .
S14.870 0o 0 oot a0 Federated States of Micronesia* $25,000,000

*Not Pictured

$188,606,252

© GeoNames,

Total Amount Requested |
$1,038,362 $267,417,924

Oct. 17, 2024 Announced - $173 million in funding 2




Broadband Technical Assistance Grant Program



Broadband Technical Assistance Grant Program

Broadband technical assistance provides financial
assistance to technical assistance providers and rural
communities to promote the expansion of broadband
service into eligible rural areas.

Applications are submitted electronically through
www.grants.gov application system.

Resources are available on the website at:
Broadband Technical Assistance | Rural Development

(usda.gov)

. USDA Rural Development | Rural Utilities Service
Contact Information Broadband Technical Assistance

PO“CV and Outreach Division Application Guide for Fiscal Year 2023
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/contact-us




Reporting & Compliance Required Reports



Who Uses R&C in 2024

 Entities Reporting in the R&C System:

* Telecom Infrastructure Borrowers

Organizations that received a Rural Broadband (Farm Bill) loan or Broadband
Initiatives Program (BIP) award

ReConnect awardees, including Electric entities

Community Connect (CC) grant awardees

As of January 1, 2025 — Distance Learning and Telemedicine awardees

* Electric Entities will use the Data Collection System (DCS) for Electric
Program reports.
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Access Requirements — eAuth to Login.gov transition

 RUS has transitioned to Login.gov for access to our systems

« New Users without a verified User ID
» Go to the R&C website found here: https://reporting-and-compliance.rd.usda.gov/s/
» Select the Customer option and click the Login.gov option
* You will be directed to the Login.gov website to create a new account

» For more information, please reference the Login.gov & USDA eAuthentication User
Aid found here: https://www.rd.usda.gov/media/file/download/usda-rd-loginuseraid.pdf

 Existing Users with a verified eAuthentication (eAuth) User ID
* When accessing R&C, users will be required link their accounts to Login.gov

* For more information, please reference the Login.gov & USDA eAuthentication User

Aid found here: https://www.rd.usda.gov/media/file/download/usda-rd-loginuseraid.pdf
27




Access Requirements — Entities without established Users on
their Accounts

* Verified User ID

» For more information, please reference the Login.gov & USDA eAuthentication User
Aid found here: https://www.rd.usda.gov/media/file/download/usda-rd-loginuseraid.pdf

 Authorized Representative Request (ARR)
* Designate Rep Sign Cert, assign Administrator(s)
» Upload Signed ARR Resolution
» Submitted by Rep Sign Cert or Administrator

* Resources available on ReConnect website:

* ARR Resolution Samples and Instructions:

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/arr-resolution-instructions-
samples.pdf

» Rural Development Reporting & Compliance User Guide:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rural-development-reporting-
compliance-user-quide.pdf

28




For Help with the R&C System

Submit your ReConnect comments and suggestions to help us identify how we can meet you
broadband service needs.

To contact us about other USDA programs, visit the Contact Us page.

Subject:

« USDA Contact Us Form -

--None--
About Funding

* https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/con Applicant Elgibilty

Authorized Representative Request

taCt-US Engineering

Environmental

« Subject: Reporting E‘Qb?gfi?ﬁg;bmﬁy

Public Notice Filings/Responses
* Please include your entity’s legal

Service Area

name and any specific details Submitting an Application

Other

Email Address:

29
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Reports in the R&C System

» The type of Telecom award and legal agreement will determine
what Account Level and Project Level Reports are required for the
entity.

» Two classes of Reports

» Account Level Reports: Information for the entire entity
* Project Level Reports: Information specific to the project.

» Three types of Account Level Reports
» Financial Reports (due quarterly)
+ System Data Reports (due annually)
 Audit Reports (due annually based on fiscal year)

31



Reports in the R&C System (cont.)

» Five Types of Project-Level Reports

Construction Progress Reports (due annually during construction)

Annual Performance Reports (due annually for 3 years after
construction finishes)

Annual Project Performance Activity Report (due annually during
construction)

Final Project Performance Activity Report (one-time report at end of
project)

Close Out Reports (one-time report at end of project)

» See the R&C User Guide for more information:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rural-

development-reporting-compliance-user-quide.pdf

32
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Account-Level Reports

« Entity level (not reports that are specific to each award)
 Financial Report
« System Data Report
« Audit Report

* Frequency is based on underlying legal agreements with USDA

* Note: Navigation and data entry is similar across the Financial
and System Data reports



Financial Report

* The Financial Report is
completed using cumulative fiscal
year data through the reporting
period end date, excluding the
Subscriber Data section which is
only for the 3-month reporting
period.

» Six sections

» Each section has a data entry
page and a review page

« Recommended to complete
sections in order from top to
bottom

Financial Report

REPORT DUE: 01/31/2021 11:59PM REPORTING PERIOD: OCT 01, 2020 - DEC 31, 2020

Network Access Services Revenue
Non-Operating Net Income
Income Statement

Balance Sheet

Statement of Cash Flows

Subscriber Data

Review Report




System Data Report

Three sections
 Network Data

 CapialInvesimen Dot

« Depreciation Rates
REPORT DUE: 01/31/2023 11:59PM REPORTING PERIOD: JAN 01, 2022 - DEC 31, 2022

Information is for the entire entity

Network Data

Data is entered manually, pulled
automatically by the system from
previous reports, and auto-populated

Line item details are found in the
R&C User Guide

Capital Investment Data




Audit Report

- Due 120 days or 276 days after the close of Awardee’s fiscal year depending on
the Awardee’s legal structure

« 7 CFR 1773 applies to Awardees who are:

» Corporation, Commercial Business, Limited Liability Company,
Cooperative, Mutual Organization

» Audit Report due 120 days after the close of the fiscal year
« 2 CFR 200 applies to Awardees who are:

 Authority, Municipality, Public Body, Public Power or Utilities District,
Indian Tribe, Tribal Government, Higher Education, Non-Profit, Territory
or Possession of the U.S., State or Local Government

» Audit Report due 276 days after the close of the fiscal year
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Requesting Time Extensions for Audit

To be considered for an audit extension request, awardees must provide detailed information
addressing the 4 items listed below. Information should be in the form of a letter and requesting
extension of time. Request would be sent by awardee to Technical Assistance Branch (TARB)
Compliance.TARB@usda.gov . It's recommended you copy your GFR on request for awareness.

1L Description of the problem causing the delay and the need for the extension.
2, The length of time needed for the extension with the expected submission date to RUS.
2 The current situation and status of the audit report.

4, What actions are being taken to avoid the problem from recurring in the future.
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Project-Level Reports Overview

* Required on an award-by-award basis

* Reconnect Project-Level Report
« Construction Progress Report
« Annual Performance Reports
 Close Out Report

« Community Connect and DLT Project-Level Reports
« Annual Project Performance Activity Reports
* Final Project Performance Report



Construction Progress Report

- Information related to the specific -
award area o

- Required until the entire approved
project service area is capable of
receiving service

- Submit the following information:

 Build-out Status of the Approved
Project Service Area

» Service Area Maps where
construction has been completed

° GeOSpatial IOcation Of reSidenceS New Broadband Subscribers to Report for this Period
and businesses that are receiving
new or improved broadband
service. "

Save Data Export ESRI JSON

SENSE:

. My Entity has new broadband subscribers to report (Geospatial Upload Required)




Annual Performance Report

« Required for three years after Project
Completion

» Submit the following information:

Existing network service

New Broadband Subscribers to Report for this Period

1as new broadband subscribers to report (Geaspatial Upload Required).

My Entity does not have any new broadband subscribers to report (Geospatial Upload Optional).

improvements and facility upgrades
as well as new equipment and
capacity enhancements

Progress towards fulfilling the
objectives for which the assistance
was granted

Geospatial location of residences and
businesses that are receiving new or
upgraded service.

e
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Annual Project Performance Activity Report

» Used to report accomplishments to performance goals and objectives

« Submit the following information:

A comparison of actual accomplishments to the objectives set forth in
the Application

A description of problems, delays, or adverse conditions that occurred
which affected the attainment of overall Project objectives

A List of the Objective and Timetables established
Upload the SF-425 form for the reporting period
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Closeout Report

* Due 120 days after the completion of the project and expenditure or
recission of all award funds.
« Submit the following information:

« A comparison of actual accomplishments to the objectives set forth in
the Application

» A description of problems, delays, or adverse conditions that occurred
which affected the attainment of overall Project objectives

« A comparison of how funds were spent against the original general
budget in the Application

44



Final Project Performance Activity Report

* Due 120 days after the completion of the project and expenditure or
recission of all award funds.
« Submit the following information:

« A comparison of actual accomplishments to the objectives set forth in
the Application

» A description of problems, delays, or adverse conditions that occurred
which affected the attainment of overall Project objectives

« A comparison of how funds were spent against the original general
budget in the Application

45



Available Resources

» Telecom Programs Website: Telecom Programs | Rural Development (usda.gov)

* Rural Development eConnectivity Toolkit

» Rural Prosperity Taskforce - Launched February 6, 2019
« https://usda.gov/broadband

* General Field Representative (GFR) & State Office
* https://www.rd.usda.gov/contact-us/telecom-gfr/all
» https://www.rd.usda.qgov/contact-us/state-offices
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Map Resources

Telecommunications Program Funded Service Areas

*rooram Funded Service Arsas Map~s includes the service areas of entities who have received a
a/s): Broadband Initiat rogram, Farm Bill Broadband

and the ReConnect Pr . Cammu

he following

ions Infrastruc anect (CC) projects

available on the map. If the entity recei C award prior to CY

Y015 but has other service areas included under different programis) in the map, those CC projects will alsc appearon

Proposed and Approved Projects

the map

E=7) Mapping Tool

View all submitted applications, including those currently
under review, by viewing the project map. Once the map opens,
select the “Under Review” or “Approved” layers to learn more
about the projects under each option. All applications that are
A : not funded under the ReConnect program will be removed
from the map.

ReConnect Mapping Tool

View Map«

Telecom Maps

ReConnect Proposed &
Approved Map
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Additional Map Resources

 DLT Map: DLT Project Map Link

« Community Connect: Community Connect Mapping Tool

Map links provides project location and information regarding funding specific to each
project.



Stay Connected - Email Subscriptions

JSDA Rural Development b = <
USDA B v cotenaeror Together, America Prospers

===

United States Department of Agricultbre

Sign up to stay in touch! Email Updates
To sign up for updates or to access your subscriber preferences, please enter your contact
Sign up for USDA email updates, please enter your contact information below. information below.
* Email Address Email Address *

Submit  Cancel

Sign Up for Updates © stay up to date

U S DA GOV Del |Ve r‘ Stay up to date with the latest information on the ReConnect . .
Y Program. ReConnect Subscription
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Resources

» Contact Us: https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/contact-us

» The Rural Development Reporting & Compliance User
Guide:
https://www.usda.qgov/sites/default/files/documents/rural-
development-reporting-compliance-user-quide.pdf

» Resources listed for the R&C System found here:
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect/reporting-compliance
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Questions?




SDA Rural Development
— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Adam Anderson
General Field Representative

Cell: 405-655-3519

Rural Development | Rural Utilities Service
Telecommunications Program

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20250

www.rd.usda.gov
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1400 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20250
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